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Safeguarding Children Guideline 17: 

Managing safeguarding children risks in domestic abuse 
concerns Trust ref: B48/2019 

1. Introduction and Who Guideline applies to

1.1 These guidelines describe the process to be followed in University Hospitals of Leicester 
NHS Trust when an adult reports domestic abuse and they are known or believed to have 
contact with a child/ children. 

1.2 This guideline applies to all staff working with University Hospitals of Leicester NHS 
Trust. 

2. Guideline Standards and Procedures

2.1 As from March 2013, the term ‘domestic violence and abuse’ should be used. The 
Government’s definition of domestic violence and abuse has been widened to include 
those aged 16-17 and now includes coercive control. 

2.2  The revised definition is: 

Any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, 
violence or abuse between those aged 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners 
or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. This can encompass, but is not 
limited to, the following types of abuse: 

Psychological; Physical; Sexual; Financial; Emotional. 

2.3 Where there is domestic violence, the wellbeing of the children in the household must be 
promoted and all assessments must consider the need to safeguard the children, including 
unborn children.  

2.4 Prolonged or regular exposure to domestic violence can have a serious impact on a child's 
physical, emotional and educational development and well-being, despite the best efforts 
of the victim(s) to protect the child. 

2.5 The impact is more likely to be exacerbated when the abuse takes place in families where 
there is substance misuse, mental ill health problems, personality disorders and any 
combination of these. 

2.6 In all patients disclosing domestic abuse, the adult must be asked if there are children 
present in the household, and if they witnessed the incident or were harmed in the 
incident.  

2.7 The Quick Reference Guide availale on page 3 and as a standalone document on the 
Safeguarding Children Webpages on INsite should be followed for action to take.  

3. Education and Training

Training on this guidance is included within the UHL Safeguarding Children mandatory training programme 
accessed by all staff.  

4. Monitoring Compliance
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What will be measured to 
monitor compliance 

How will compliance be 
monitored 

Monitoring 
Lead 

Frequency 
Reporting 
arrangements 

On a case by case basis 

5. Supporting References (maximum of 3)

University Hospitals Of Leicester NHS Trust Safeguarding Children Policy 

UHL Domestic Abuse and Violence – adult patients UHL Policy 

Domestic Abuse UHL Emergency Department Guideline  

Domestic Violence – Staff UHL Policy  

6. Key Words

Safeguarding children, domestic abuse 

CONTACT AND REVIEW DETAILS 

Guideline Lead (Name and Title) 
Katharine Bouch 
Matron for Safeguarding Children (incorporating the role of 
Named Nurse) 

Executive Lead: Chief Nurse 

Details of Changes made during review: 
January 2019: 

- Transferred to new trust guideline format
- Hyperlinks updated

http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20and%20Violence%20-%20Adult%20Patients%20UHL%20Policy.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20UHL%20Emergency%20Department%20Guideline.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Violence%20-%20Staff%20UHL%20policy.pdf
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Safeguarding Children Guideline 17: 
Managing safeguarding children risks in domestic abuse concerns 

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Adult reports an incident of domestic abuse 

Establish if there are children known to be in contact 

Is there a concern 
that the child(ren) 
could have been 

physically harmed? 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Ensure child is 
reviewed by clinical 

team – book into 
Paeds ED 

ED Senior doctor to 
review child(ren) to 

establish if any 
injuries 

No injuries: 
establish a safe 
place e.g. with a 
family member or 
friend 

Injuries present: 
Follow the child 
protection 
processes 

Is the child in a safe 
place?  

Yes No 

Complete an A form 
on ICE confirming 
details of location of 
all children, and 
notify safeguarding 
on x5770 

Establish location of 
children 

If immediate 
concerns about 
safety: contact the 
police to request 
support to check the 
whereabouts of the 
child 

Adult patient, follow 
the appropriate UHL 

Guidelines  
UHL Domestic Abuse 
and Violence – adult 
patients UHL Policy 

Domestic Abuse UHL 
Emergency 
Department Guideline  

Domestic Violence – 
Staff UHL Policy  

Domestic Abuse in 
Maternity UHL 
Obstetric Guidance 

Complete an A form 
on ICE confirming 
details of location of 
all children, and 
notify safeguarding 
on x5770 

Complete an A form 
on ICE confirming 
details of location of 
all children, and 
notify safeguarding 
on x5770 

http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20and%20Violence%20-%20Adult%20Patients%20UHL%20Policy.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20and%20Violence%20-%20Adult%20Patients%20UHL%20Policy.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20and%20Violence%20-%20Adult%20Patients%20UHL%20Policy.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20UHL%20Emergency%20Department%20Guideline.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20UHL%20Emergency%20Department%20Guideline.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Abuse%20UHL%20Emergency%20Department%20Guideline.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Violence%20-%20Staff%20UHL%20policy.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Violence%20-%20Staff%20UHL%20policy.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Violence%20Abuse%20in%20Maternity%20UHL%20Obstetric%20Guideline.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Violence%20Abuse%20in%20Maternity%20UHL%20Obstetric%20Guideline.pdf
http://insitetogether.xuhl-tr.nhs.uk/pag/pagdocuments/Domestic%20Violence%20Abuse%20in%20Maternity%20UHL%20Obstetric%20Guideline.pdf

